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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



April, 



are so piously inclined, so anxious to say, ' Thy will be 
done,' that here we will stay forever, even though to 
stay and carry out Thy plans and our plans, O Destiny, 
we must resort to some stringent measures, which before 
we got into full partnership with Providence were 
so horrible in our eyes that we actually went to war to 
put a stop to just such things." A nation whose sense 
of moral responsibility is so lightly felt that in two 
years' time that which was, for a century, universally 
condemned by the calm, unprejudiced conscience of the 
whole people, can be decked out in the garb of a hurrah 
patriotism, and worshiped as a god suddenly fallen from 
heaven, is certainly not altogether sane or sound. 

SHOULD HAVE FULLER PLACE IN THE HEARTS OF 
AMERICANS. 

To-night I lift up my voice in gratitude for the life 
of Abraham Lincoln. My prayer is that his spirit may 
somehow yet find a fuller place in the hearts of all 
Americans ; that as a people we shall put less stress on 
externals ; that we shall pin our faith less to markets 
and millions and might, and more to love, liberty and 
right. May we be simpler in our ideals, more demo- 
cratic in our sympathies, humbler in our bearing before 
Almighty God. And, instead of the bullying, boastful 
swell-headedness, which has made many of our people 
act as if the flats of Sinai were insignificant emanations 
from a tribal god, long since dead, may there come the 
heartfelt consciousness that "righteousness exalteth a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people." 



Ministerial Incongruities. 

BY AVILLIAM T. OLIVER. 

It is a strange and deplorable circumstance that the 
subject of peace is so feebly espoused by professed min- 
isters of the Gospel. Many intelligent and thoughtful 
minds, with keen perceptions of various other forms of 
moral transgression, seem singularly veiled in relation to 
the monstrous and comprehensive evil of war. From 
the same lips that preach the theoretical doctrine of 
peace on earth and goodwill toward men are frequently 
heard sentiments that seem calculated to impress the 
minds of the hearers with the belief that a readiness to 
defend one's country on the battlefield is the highest 
type of virtue, and to become a great military leader is 
to attain to the most exalted of all human achievements. 

It would, indeed, be hard to find a clergyman who 
would attempt to deny the inherent barbarity of carnal 
warfare. It is sometimes necessary, say those who pal- 
liate it, for the preservation of our liberties, the extension 
of Christ's kingdom on the earth, or the promotion of a 
higher civilization among less enlightened peoples. 

The fact is seemingly overlooked by such that out- 
ward liberty, although a precious boon, is of far less 
significance than that form of freedom enjoyed by those 
whom the truth makes free, — a liberty which is always 
forfeited by disobedience to divine commands. Time 
was when prison walls, or even death, were often pre- 
ferred to any course of action that would tend to 
jeopardize the possession of this highest and dearest 
liberty. 

The popular expression. " My country, right or wrong," 
reverses our Saviour's injunction, " But seek ye first the 



kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you." There is a love of 
country which is at once reasonable and commendable, 
but one should beware lest an overlove of this or any 
other earthly blessing loosen one's unreserved allegiance 
to Him from whom all blessings flow. If we believe 
in the truth of the Scripture proverb, " Righteousness 
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people, 
" then, surely, we must admit that he who preaches ua- 
conditional righteousness teaches the highest form of 
patriotism. 

Why is it not just as incumbent on Christians to avoid 
causing their (presumably) erring fellow-mortals to die 
in their sins on the field of battle as to send missionaries 
into the wilds lest the heathen die without a knowledge 
of the Gospel ? Is not the possible sacrifice involved in 
both cases equally commendable? If this incongruity 
were generally recognized, we should be spared the re- 
pulsive spectacle of professed Christians opposing each 
other on the field of slaughter, and each side praying to 
a supposed "God of battles" for victory, and the con- 
querors glorying with unholy jubilations over the calamity 
of the vanquished foe ! 

The fact that a more advanced civilization oftentimes 
follows in the wake of conquest leads to the popular 
belief that war has an uplifting tendency on the world at 
large. But wrong-doing is often overruled for good, 
which circumstance, however, does not excuse the sin of 
the offender. It is belittling to the attributes of the 
Almighty to assume that some of His designs can be 
worked out only by means of a method involving a com- 
plication of gross immoralities. This feeling is coupled 
with the assurance that in every such instance a far 
greater benefit would accrue if Christian diplomacy were 
substituted for the sword. The stigma of a professed 
Christian nation making use of un-Christian methods for 
spreading its influence abroad would be thereby avoided. 

The late Civil War is continually held up as being 
eminently just and wholly unavoidable. While admit- 
ting that it was much more excusable than many other 
wars, at least as far as the motive was concerned, yet 
it may be viewed, after all, as a direct consequence of 
the apathy that previously existed among the churches 
on certain points. If the pure apostolic Christianity 
that sternly forbids all violations of the Golden Rule had 
been faithfully preached during the preceding years, the 
hearts of legislators and slaveholders might have been 
reached to such an extent that the shackles of the slave 
would have been released without recourse to the 
violence of the sword. 

Christ's injunction to turn the other cheek to the 
hand of the smiter is often applied merely to the early 
years of the Christian faith by those who seem to 
forget that the self-abnegation required made it just as 
" impracticable " then as now. It is highly illogical to 
refer it to the millennium, for in that blissful period the 
smiter will be absent, and so there will then be no 
occasion for such an act of forbearance. 

It is, indeed, lamentable to observe the various means 
used, under the cloak of "patriotism" and "justice," to 
keep alive the war spirit in the bosoms of men by those 
who, as professed oracles of the Prince of Peace, should 
be among the foremost to deal its death blow. We can 
hardly expect to appeal successfully to the worldly on 
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any other score than those of humanity and expediency. 
The finer ethics of primitive Christianity are to such, in 
many instances, an idle dream and weak sentimentahsm. 
While religious leaders ignore those vital principles 
which constitute the very backbone of the Christian 
religion, the cause of Truth is indeed wounded in the 
house of its friends. 

The wars of the Jews are frequently urged in exten- 
uation of modern warfare by many who fail to discern 
the true import of our Saviour's propitiatory sacrifice. 
But allowing that that important event did not form so 
distinct a line of demarcation between the old dis- 
pensation and the new as to prohibit modern warfare, 
what a contrast exists between our boastful reliance on 
our strong military institutions and the simple faith of 
the Israelites, who, at the prophet's bidding, depleted 
their army to a mere handful, that the glory of the 
victory might be ascribed to Jehovah alone ! 

Evidence is not wanting, even in these latter days, 
that the Everlasting Arm is stretched out to protect 
those who are faithful to him, and to enable them to 
follow his requirements without swerving. An inter- 
esting and instructive example of this was seen in the 
Irish Rebellion of 1798, when it is a matter of authentic 
record that only one member of the Society of Friends 
lost his life, and he had fled to a garrison for refuge. 
Amid the surrounding scenes of carnage, the Friends, 
generally, were unmolested, although they pursued their 
regular vocations and ignored the protection of the 
military. ,.-,., 

International Amity. 

From the speech of Mr. Charles W. Knapp, editor of the St. 
Louis Republic, at the press reception to Prince Henry at New 
York City. 

It is gratifying, and I am sure it is most appropriate, 
that you (the chairman) couple this sentiment of inter- 
national amity with the international exposition to be 
held in St. Louis next year. What better exponent of 
the comity of nations can there be than a world's fair? 
You are all familiar with that last great speech of Presi- 
dent McKinley's at Buffalo. It comes to us with a touch 
of sanctity. As if inspired for the final word, he pleaded 
for international amity and for that friendly struggle in 
the fields of commerce and art which so makes for the 
betterment of all mankind. He called the world's fair 
a " time-keeper of progress." He might have added, it 
is a conservator of amity and a guardian of peace. And 
so in 1903, it will be the pleasure and the pride of St. 
Louis to join hands anew with the great empires to greet 
the coming century. 

That amity among the nations, widespread and endur- 
ing, will ultimately prevail is a deep-seated and ineradic- 
able conviction of our intellectual, just as it is a most 
cherished emotion of our spiritual, nature. When the 
soul entreats the mind is not slow to promise, and so an 
abiding instinct of humanity teaches all the people of 
the world that there will surely come a day, in the full- 
ness of time, when the awful waste and carnage of war 
must cease for good and all; when its fountains of woe 
will forever stop their flow ; when we shall find the blood 
stains of battle in the pages of history only. 

Such is international amity in its ultimate develop- 
ment. But between to-day and the coming one pictured 



in our fond hopes there is a gap so wide we should be 
blind indeed if we did not see that generations may come 
and generations may go before it has been fully and 
finally bridged. Yet none shall brush away the optim- 
istic dream if our heart's, desire creates possibilities of 
early realization. The gap we must span is not an un- 
broken chasm, so we make progress step by step as the 
years grow, steadily advancing nearer and nearer the 
sought-for goal. 

Is it of no significance that arbitration — the trial 
court of nations — has at length obtained the almost uni- 
versal acceptance of the governments of the Old World 
and the New as a resort at least worthy of trial ? We 
do not exaggerate the results of the Hague Conference, 
because we hail the substantial fruit it brought the world. 
We do not suggest that it has put an end to war, but 
we do not forget that its tribunal stands a concrete testi- 
mony that the aspirations of civilization constantly in- 
voke a peaceful arbitrament as a substitute for war. 
Nor do we transform the courtesy intended in the visit 
of our illustrious guest into anything more than the 
simple and gracious friendliness it is meant to bespeak, 
if we rejoice over it as an evidence of social, commercial 
and political amity. 

Have we not warrant in the lessons of history for our 
confidence in the future? We anticipate no different 
development of man in his community life than has 
already occurred in his personal life. The individual 
man is to-day a better being by far, better in every 
quality of his moral fibre, than he has ever been before, 
despite the pessimists who tell us that the passing 
centuries have not elevated the standards of the human 
race. Man is better, yet far from perfect. Struggle and 
strife have lasted through the ages and will go on until 
humanity has worked out its appointed mission in the 
all-wise scheme of Providence. But none the less inter- 
national amity will strengthen and grow, showering fresh 
blessings with each coming year. It cannot be other- 
wise, for seated in the very essence of things is one in- 
exorable law of existence. Whatsoever we sow that 
shall we reap. To this divine mandate organized govern- 
ments must humbly bow as well as individual man. So 
out of the ills of adversity communities, like individuals, 
must draw the same vital lesson of life — live and let 
live. The daily prayer of humanity appeals for the 
preservation of the amity that now blesses the world. 
Yet we do not let our hearts forecast a complete millen- 
nium, we do not look forward to the day when all men 
will stand beside Ben Adhem in the front line, nor expect 
ever to read upon every tombstone that wondrous epi- 
taph, " I loved my fellow-man." We do count, however, 
on the ultimate establishment of a broad and universal 
commercial reciprocity. We do forecast the day when 
the open door shall hospitably invite in all lands ; when 
the gates of trade shall everywhere swing inward as 
well as outward. So also we cherish firm hope that time 
will bring universal recognition that territorial aggran- 
dizement is in no degree a necessary accompaniment of 
national development. When these vital truths are 
brought to the heart of all the nations, then will amity 
spread its blessed wings over all the earth, goodwill 
inspire the acts of every government, and the Angel of 
Peace abide among the peoples of the whole world. 



